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written upon this subject is to be found in the
2nd and 3rd chapters of Mr. Darwin's Descent of
Man. In these chapters it appears that just as
most physical characteristics of organisms have
been evolved and preserved because they were
useful to the individual in the struggle for ex-
istence against other individuals and other
species, so this particular feeling has been
evolved and preserved because it is useful to
the tribe or community in the struggle for ex-
istence against other tribes, and against the
environment as a whole. The function of con-
science is the preservation of the tribe as a
tribe. And we shall rightly" train our con-
sciences if we learn to approve those actions
which tend to the advantage of the community
in the struggle for existence.

There are here some words, however, which
require careful definition. And first the word
purpose. A thing serves a purpose when it is
adapted to some end; thus a corkscrew is
adapted to the end of extracting corks from
bottles, and our lungs are adapted to the end
of respiration. We may say that the extrac-
tion of corks is the purpose of the corkscrew,
and that respiration is the purpose of the lungs.
But here we shall have used the word in two
different senses. A man made the corkscrew
with a purpose in his mind, and he knew and
intended that it should be used for pulling out